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19 May 10
INTER COMMAND LAWN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010 - UPDATE
1.
Having received assurances from Portsmouth, Plymouth, Royal Marines and the Naval Air Command that they are able to raise a team, the Men’s Inter Command Lawn Tennis Championships 2010 will take place on the grass courts at HMS TEMERAIRE on Thu 10 Jun and Fri 11 Jun 10.  The only absentee is Scotland who, having been deprived of its ‘known’ tennis players in recent weeks, is unable to enter the 2010 tournament.  For reasons explained in previous correspondence the Ladies East v West competition has been cancelled.

2.  Taving spoken with the jfkhe courts will be open for play from 1000 -1800 daily and in the case of inclement weather, the Championships will be held in the Portsmouth Indoor Tennis Centre (PITC).  The competition rules and revised Order of Play are issued at Annexes A and B respectively and the Secretary of the RNLTA will act as Tournament Referee.  The Morice Bowl Trophy and individual trophies will be presented to the winning team on completion of the Championships.
3.
As a reminder, whilst the RNLTA will provide balls for matches and practice, all other equipment is to be provided by individuals.
4.  Changing facilities are available at the PITC and light refreshments and drinking water will be made available during the Championships.  Individuals are responsible for arranging their transport, accommodation and main victualling requirements whilst participating in the competition.  For those requiring overnight accommodation in TEMERAIRE, contact should be made direct to Mr Ian Rees on 02392 861860 or for those wishing to stay in NELSON, contact FSL booking services on 9380 20120 #1 #1.

5.  Finally, recreational travel, chargeable to local unit budgets, is approved subject to local unit and Command/Area authorisation.

Signed on Original

A D Church
Secretary RNLTA

Annexes:

A.
Competition Rules.

B.
Order of Play.
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DATED 19 MAY 10
INTER COMMAND LAWN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS – COMPETITION RULES

Competition rules are:

1.
The Inter Command Lawn Tennis competition is to be conducted according to the rules of the Lawn Tennis Association.  

2.
The competition is organised by the RNLTA Secretary, in conjunction with the Inter-Command Committee (one nominated representative from each Command).   

3.
The competition is run as an American tournament with entrants playing the other Commands over the 2 days.  With the exception of Scotland, each Command has entered one team in this year’s competition.  Competitors are:

Portsmouth


Plymouth


Royal Marines


Naval Air Command

The Ladies' Championship has been cancelled. 

4.
A representative from each Command is to confirm with the referee that all of their team is available to play no later than 30 minutes before start of play.  

5.
All players must be serving members of the RN or RM, but Army and RAF Personnel and foreign officers and ratings serving in a complement billet in the Naval service are also eligible to play (BR 4006 Ply/Air paragraphs 53 a-f refers).

6.
Each league match will consist of 3 rubbers - 2 singles and one doubles.  Each rubber is to be the best of 3 sets; the tiebreak will operate in all 3 sets.  One point will be awarded for each set won and the team with the most points will be the winners. 

7.
Each of the competing Commands is to nominate a bona fide order of merit for single players who may not play in the doubles in the same match. (Teams may be changed for different matches to allow all members of the squad to play, but singles players must be in bona fide order of merit).     

8.
Under no circumstances is there to be any change in the order of the team after the start of any match.

9.
The maximum number of players selected to represent the Command is 8 and the minimum number is 4.  

10.
 If a nominated player is absent before the start of a match the team may be reformed in bona fide order of merit from the players available at the time.  If a player is absent when called upon to play after the start of the match, then that Player's rubber shall be forfeited.  The referee may postpone the match or change the order of play if he considers that the temporary absence of a player is justified.

11.
 If a player is injured during a rubber and is unable to continue then that rubber shall be forfeited.

12.  The winning Command shall be the one with the most points.  In the event of a tie between 2 Commands, the one winning the most rubbers shall be judged the winner.  If the number of rubbers is equal, then the winning team shall be the one winning the most sets.  In the event of an equal number of sets then the competition will be shared between those Commands concerned.  No account will be taken of the number of games won.
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DATED 19 MAY 10
(Revised) ORDER OF PLAY

Men’s Championships

Match 1

Naval Air Command
v

Portsmouth
Match 2

Plymouth 

v

Royal Marines

Match 3

Plymouth 

v

Naval Air Command
Match 4

Royal Marines
 
v

Portsmouth
Match 5

Naval Air Command
v

Royal Marines
Match 6

Portsmouth 

v

Plymouth
Ladies Championship
This event has been cancelled.
